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Technological  innovations empower more people to practice journalism than ever 
before—including rising numbers of freelancers, online journalists, bloggers, and 
citizen reporters. New forms of journalism are emerging.

Today’s media ecosystem may be vibrant, but it is also extremely vulnerable. 
Independent journalists generally receive little institutional support when covering 
a dangerous assignment, and are often forced to fend for themselves in emergency 
situations. Governments are learning how to use technology for censorship and 
surveillance on an unprecedented scale. 

the demand for our work is growing exponentially. Journalists depend on CPJ 
for timely, accurate reports on press freedom conditions worldwide. They ask us to 
advocate on their behalf with government leaders. In times of crisis, journalists count 
on us to provide essential aid and support. 

This year we published a fully revised edition of our Journalist Security Guide,  
which offers valuable advice for journalists at all experience levels. We started a blog 
on security issues to provide a real-time forum for sharing critical information.  
Going forward, we plan to build up our security program and deploy to conflict areas 
when required. 

we are expanding our international presence to better respond to 
emergencies and help secure systemic reforms. CPJ has reporters in Mexico City, 
Bogotá, São Paulo, Moscow, Istanbul, Abuja, Nairobi, and Bangkok. 

And we are strengthening efforts to protect freedom of expression and privacy  
online. Our Internet advocacy coordinator, based in San Francisco, has established 
vital links between journalists and technologists to resolve urgent cases and  
develop security solutions. 

in a time of tremendous flux across the media industry, we remain guided 
by our essential mission to uphold the rights of journalists. CPJ has always 
defended press freedom broadly—from fighting on behalf of samizdat publishers 
in the former Soviet Union to standing up for bloggers who are challenging political 
orthodoxies across the Middle East today. 

I want to thank all of our friends and colleagues for helping us to protect brave 
journalists worldwide.

joel simon 
executive director, cpj

cpj promotes press freedom worldwide and defends  
the right of journalists to report the news without fear of reprisal. 

cpj takes action wherever journalists are censored, attacked, 
imprisoned, or killed for their work. our advocacy helps to ensure  

the free flow of news and commentary.
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Photographer William Daniels 
documented this activist at work 
 at a makeshift media center  
in the Baba Amr district in Homs, 
Syria, on February 22, just  
hours before the building was 
shelled by government forces. 
Daniels survived the attack; 
however, journalists Marie Colvin 
 and Rémi Ochlik were killed. 
Journalists Edith Bouvier 
 and Paul Conroy were badly 
injured. Ali Mahmoud Othman,  
a prominent Syrian videographer 
who ran the media center, was 
detained by military intelligence 
in Aleppo on March 28 and 
remained in state custody at the 
time of this writing. 
photograph by  
william daniels / panos
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imprisoned journalist Eskinder Nega is the face of Ethio-
pia’s crackdown on the independent media in the wake of 
the Arab Spring. A frequent target of the government, he has 
been detained at least nine times over the past two decades. In 
June, he was sentenced to 18 years in prison for allegedly seek-
ing to incite revolution through his online writings. “I wrote 
about human rights and democracy,” Eskinder said at his April 
hearing, “and used my right to free expression to fulfill my 
duties as a concerned citizen.”

The Ethiopian government has wielded the country’s sweep-
ing anti-terrorism law to punish journalists and political dis-

sidents. “Terrorism is a powerful word,” 
exiled journalist Abiye Teklemariam 
told the Washington Post, “and the gov-
ernment is using it to accuse people 
with no reason.””

In June, CPJ sent a delegation to Ethi-
opia to call for the release of Eskinder 
and his colleagues. The joint mission, 
conducted with the African Media Ini-
tiative, met with the Communications 

Minister and called for urgent reform measures. “A healthy 
democracy needs a vibrant, even critical media,” said CPJ board 
member Charlayne Hunter-Gault, who led the delegation. 

CPJ is urging the U.S. and other donor nations to pay atten-
tion to the high costs of repression. Ethiopia is one of the  
foremost recipients of U.S. humanitarian assistance, as the 
country is mired in cycles of drought that leave millions of 
people vulnerable to hunger. The government routinely down-
plays the extent of the crisis by denying journalists access to 
sensitive areas and censoring independent news coverage. 

On August 20, state media reported the death of Prime  
Minister Meles Zenawi after weeks of government secrecy  
surrounding his health. Ethiopia’s new leadership has an 
opportunity to break with authoritarian practices. A good 
place to start is by releasing Eskinder Nega and all other jour-
nalists wrongfully imprisoned. 

ethiopia

Military officers wait in line to  
pay their respects to the late Prime 
Minister Meles Zenawi, who led 
Ethiopia for 21 years. CPJ  is urging 
the new regime to embrace  
press freedom reforms and release 
all imprisoned journalists.
photograph by  
rebecca blackwell / ap 

africa program

 “terrorism is a powerful word, and the government  
is using it to accuse people with no reason.”
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syria
middle east and north africa program

what began with peaceful protests erupted into civil war 
in 2012, with ever greater threats for journalists. At least 21 
journalists have been killed while covering the conflict, as 
of October 1, making Syria the most dangerous place in the 
world for journalists.

CPJ provided vital information about reporting conditions 
in Syria, documented press freedom violations, and offered 
emergency aid to journalists at risk.

The government of President Bashar al-Assad denied target-
ing the press but effectively barred international media from 
entering the country. “The censorship of the media existed 

far before the revolution, but it has increased,” 
Eiad Shurbaji, a Syrian journalist who fled the 
country in January, told CPJ. “Assad wants 
to convey a particular picture to the outside 
world.” CPJ found evidence that govern-
ment forces may have taken deliberate, hostile  
action against the press in several cases—includ-
ing the February shelling by pro-Assad forces 
of a makeshift media center in Homs that 
claimed the lives of reporter Marie Colvin and 
photographer Rémi Ochlik, and injured jour-
nalists Paul Conroy and Edith Bouvier. 

Local reporters are the most frequent targets 
of violence—including a new generation of cit-
izen journalists who are filling a void in media 

coverage. The regime combines high-tech methods and brute 
force to devastating effect. The Syrian government censors 
the Internet and spies on traffic using Deep Packet Inspec-
tion. Security officials have tortured local journalists to obtain 
access to their social media accounts.

Yet efforts to silence the messenger have not silenced the 
message. Despite risks, citizen journalists continue to upload 
hundreds of videos to YouTube, while foreign correspondents 
find ways to enter the country to report the news. “We serve 
as witnesses to the brutal oppression,” said Sid Ahmed Ham-
mouche, a reporter with the Swiss daily La Liberté. “And if we 
let them scare us away, then they have won.”

“If we let them scare us away, then they have won.”

Opposite, counterclockwise 
from top: Two men stand stricken 
with grief on a street in Aleppo 
on October 3, as the ancient city 
became a fierce battleground 
between government forces and 
rebel groups. A commander  
from the Free Syrian Army in  
Aleppo takes in news of a surprise 
attack by regime forces on  
October 2. The dead bodies of two 
civilians lie on a street in Aleppo 
 on September 23. 
photographs by  
sebastiano tomada / sipa usa
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pakistan was the deadliest country for journalists in 2010 
and 2011. Violence against the press ebbed slightly in 2012, 
yet reporting conditions remain dangerous and the govern-
ment has taken no serious steps to end impunity for journalist 
murders. CPJ has documented 19 unsolved murders over the 
past decade, according to our latest Impunity Index. Intel-
ligence and military officials have been implicated in several 
of the killings, including the 2011 death of Saleem Shahzad, 
who wrote about alleged links between Al-Qaeda and Pakistan’s 
navy. A year later, Shahzad’s killers remained at large after a 
government-organized judicial commission proved ineffective. 

“Pakistan has become a country where corruption enjoys 
immunity and killers enjoy impunity,” wrote Umar Cheema, 
an investigative reporter and a 2011 CPJ International Press 
Freedom Award recipient. CPJ is working with Cheema and 
other local journalists to develop strategies to improve their 

security. This year, we conducted 
an investigative project examining 
unsolved journalist murders; the find-
ings will be released in 2013.

In addition to the dangers of physical 
violence, CPJ is monitoring growing 
threats to press freedom online. In 
February, Pakistan’s government put 
out requests for proposals for a mas-
sive Internet censorship system capable 
of blocking millions of websites. “An 
unchecked, centrally controlled censor-

ship regime with such vast capacity is a recipe for disaster,” 
CPJ said in a statement. Domestic and international protests 
appear to have put those plans on hold, at least temporar-
ily. In April, six Pakistani citizens successfully petitioned a  
Pakistani high court to put a stay on the Pakistan Telecom-
munications Authority’s site-blocking. “We wanted the PTA 
to act within the constitution, and within the law,” said jour-
nalist Sana Saleem, who is one of the petitioners. “But this 
isn’t the end of our campaign for a free Internet in Pakistan.  
It’s just the beginning.” 

A cameraman  from Express News, 
one of the country’s most  
popular television news channels, 
reports from the streets of  
Lahore. The media industry in 
Pakistan is booming, yet journalists 
confront a daunting range of  
threats from government security 
forces, militant groups,  
sectarian parties, and criminals. 
photograph by  
massimo berruti / agence vu

pakistan “Corruption enjoys immunity and 
killers enjoy impunity.”

asia program
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turkey
europe and central asia program

cpj report
turkey’s press freedom crisis
In October, CPJ published a special report examining the mass imprisonment of journalists and the growing use of 
criminal prosecutions against critical media. CPJ conducted three fact-finding missions to the country in 2011 and 2012, 
and gathered extensive research with the help of a team based in Turkey. 

in a letter to cpj, Turkey’s Justice Minister wrote: “We, as 
the government, would not want any single person, whether 
a journalist or not, to be victimized because of their thoughts 
or expressions.” But with at least 61 journalists behind bars 
as of August 1, that is exactly what the government is doing. 

The government of Prime Minister Recep Tayyip 
Erdoğan has waged one of the world’s biggest 
crackdowns on press freedom in recent history, 
according to CPJ research. 

Turkey was the 2012 focus of our campaign to 
Free the Press, which aims to reduce the num-
ber of imprisoned journalists through sustained 
reporting and strategic advocacy. Working with 
a local research team, CPJ reviewed the cases 
of dozens of imprisoned journalists. The survey 
found that authorities habitually conflated the 
coverage of banned groups and the investigation 
of sensitive topics with anti-state activity. More 
than three-quarters of the imprisoned journal-

ists were held without having been convicted of any crime. 
CPJ laid out its findings in a detailed special report, released 
during a high-level mission to Turkey in October.  

Turkey’s imprisonment record surpasses that of other noto-
riously repressive regimes including Iran, Eritrea, and China. 
Yet Erdoğan has shrewdly leveraged his country’s geopolitical 
importance to blunt international criticism of human rights 
and press freedom abuses. CPJ is pushing for stronger action 
by the U.S. and European Union. Soon after a CPJ mission ear-
lier this year, Turkish authorities freed several journalists in 
an apparent attempt to ease international pressure. We look 
forward to celebrating the release of every last journalist who 
is wrongfully imprisoned. 

“Freedom of the press is on trial,” wrote imprisoned pub-
lisher Soner Yalçın, in a letter run by the independent online 
news portal Bianet. “We will advance on this dark scheme with 
courage. We will transform the courtroom into a newsroom.”

“Freedom of the press is on trial. 
We will transform the courtroom into a newsroom.”

Opposite: Prominent investigative 
reporters Ahmet Şı k (far left)  
and Nedim  Şener (center) wave to 
the crowd gathered outside  
an Istanbul courthouse on March 5, 
2011, the day before they were  
jailed pending trial on anti-state 
charges. The journalists were 
conditionally released one year later 
thanks to advocacy by CPJ and  
other groups. 
photograph by  
ozan güzelce / milliyet / ap
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in mexico, journalists reporting on sensitive topics such as 
violence, corruption, and narco-trafficking have good cause 
to fear for their lives. Since 2006, at least 58 journalists have 
been killed or disappeared in Mexico. These crimes go almost 
entirely unsolved due to negligence and pervasive corruption 
among law enforcement officials, particularly at the state level. 

For years, CPJ has urged the country’s political leaders to take 
action to confront rising violence against the press. In March, 
these efforts bore fruit when Mexico’s Senate approved a con-
stitutional amendment granting federal authorities the power 

to prosecute crimes against the press, a 
reform we believe will help strengthen 
government accountability. During the 
session, legislators publicly recognized 
CPJ for its powerful advocacy.

Rampant, unchecked violence has 
had a severe chilling effect. “Some call 
it self-censorship, but to us it’s just sur-
vival,” Javier Garza Ramos, deputy edi-
tor at the daily El Siglo de Torreón in the 
state of Coahuila, wrote in a CPJ blog. 
Journalists and concerned citizens are 
increasingly turning to social media to 

exchange news of criminal activities—only to find peril there 
as well. In 2011, CPJ documented the first case worldwide in 
which a person was killed in retaliation for reporting done 
through social media. The body of María Elizabeth Macías 
Castro, 39, was left in downtown Nuevo Laredo with a hand-
written poster that read: “I am here because of my reports and 
yours.” Nearby, the killers left a computer keyboard and a pair 
of headphones on the reporter’s decapitated head. 

In 2012, CPJ’s Internet advocacy coordinator traveled to Mex-
ico to investigate attacks on news and social media sites and to 
publicize increasing high-tech threats on traditional media. He 
also met with Mexican lawmakers to ensure that the new press 
freedom legislation would protect reporting on the Web.

“some call it self-censorship, but to us 
 it’s just survival.”mexico

americas program

Relatives, friends, and colleagues  
of murdered journalists hold a vigil 
in May in Mexico City to protest 
against attacks on the press. The 
protest followed the discovery  
of the dismembered bodies  
of photographers Gabriel Huge 
Córdova and Guillermo Luna Varela, 
along with those of two other 
people, in bags in a canal in the 
eastern state of Veracruz.
photograph by yuri cortez / afp
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The body of Mexican journalist Humberto 
Millán Salazar was found in a field on the 
outskirts of Culiacán, Mexico, on August 25, 
2011. One year later, there was no  
significant progress toward bringing his 
killers to justice. Millán, an online newspaper 
columnist and radio show host, is one 
among dozens of journalists killed in Mexico 
amid rising violence. 
photograph by grupo noroeste  /  afp
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In January, CPJ celebrated the release of 17 journalists among hundreds of political prisoners  
freed in Burma. The mass amnesty was part of a broader effort by the quasi-civilian regime to secure 
international legitimacy. Over the years, CPJ has mounted a series of missions to Burma and to  
the Thai border region to gather information about imprisoned journalists and draw attention to  
their plight. When a political opening appeared imminent, CPJ appealed to UN and Western 
diplomats to use their leverage to secure the release of jailed journalists.
photographs by james mackay / enigma images
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As old and new media converge on the Internet, defending freedom 
of expression online is becoming a cornerstone of all of CPJ’s work. 
We play a vital role in drawing high-level attention from governments, 
media, and technology companies to attacks against online journalists 
and bloggers. We are championing a free and open Internet as an essen-
tial platform for journalism. 

In 2012, our Internet advocacy coordinator contributed reporting and 
expert analysis to our Journalist Security Guide (see page 26) as well as 
to special projects in Mexico, Turkey, Ethiopia, and China. 

CPJ was involved in high-profile cases, including the 
landmark trial in Thailand of Chiranuch Premchaiporn,  
editor of Prachatai.com. Chiranuch, better known as “Jiew,” 
was criminally prosecuted under that country’s Computer 
Crime Act and lèse majesté laws for online posts by site users 
that were allegedly disrespectful of Thailand’s monarchy. She faced up 
to 50 years in prison. CPJ provided expert testimony on Jiew’s behalf and 
warned of the damaging global implications of the case. International 
attention helped spare Chiranuch a lengthy prison term; however, she 
was convicted and handed an eight-month suspended sentence. 

In October, CPJ held its second annual Online Press Freedom Summit 
in San Francisco. The meeting brought together leading journalists 
and technologists to confront new threats associated with the rise of 
the mobile Internet. We focused on cases from Africa, where mobile  
networks are giving repressive governments unprecedented powers to 
identify, locate, and harass journalists, their sources, and their audiences. 

“How can journalists fight back?” asked veteran investigative reporter 
Rafael Marques de Morais, founder of the anti-corruption website Maka 
Angola, which was hit by distributed denial of service attacks. “Not to be 
on the sidelines, not to be pushed to the margins, but to have the ability 
to network with people who can help.” 

internet 
advocacy

Journalists and activists increasingly 
use the Internet to get news out  
of repressive countries such as Syria. 
This man was photographed in the 
besieged city of Homs, where he was 
hiding from Syrian security forces.
photograph by  
moises saman / magnum

eritrea  uzbekistan        burma saudi arabia cuba belarus   north korea      syria iran equatorial guinea

cpj report
the 10 most censored countries
In June, CPJ published an updated analysis of press restrictions around the globe. Countries with the worst 
records included North Korea, Syria, and Iran—places where vast restrictions on information have geopolitical 
consequences. The report details how censorship works in each country, online and off.

most censored countries
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global campaign  
against impunity
At least 657 journalists have been murdered for their work since 1992, CPJ 
research shows. In 9 out of 10 cases, the killers walked free. CPJ’s impunity 
campaign aims to bring these criminals to justice. In 2012, we focused our 
efforts on Mexico, Pakistan, the Philippines, and Russia, four countries 
with historically poor records for prosecuting the killers of journalists. 

CPJ is spearheading a global coalition of press freedom groups in the 
struggle for justice. We helped launch an International Day to End Impu-
nity on November 23, the anniversary of the Maguindanao massacre in 
the Philippines, in which 32 journalists and media work-
ers were slaughtered. In February, CPJ published a special 
report to focus attention on botched efforts to prosecute 
the perpetrators of this vicious attack. Three witnesses 
have been killed since the trial began. 

CPJ is proud of the campaign’s success in Russia, where  
sustained efforts to draw international attention to the 
country’s high impunity record are beginning to have an impact. In 2011,  
prosecutors won a landmark conviction in the murder of journalist Anas-
tasiya Baburova. Russia’s impunity rate, while still high, has inched down-
ward. The rate of journalist murders has also declined. “We have hope,” 
said Nadezhda Azhgikhina, executive secretary of the Russian Union 
of Journalists. “Beatings are taken more seriously. People are ready to 
demand justice.” For the past two years, CPJ has carried out extended 
missions to Russia to keep the pressure on. Regular field visits enable us to 
work closely with local journalists, lawyers, and human rights defenders.

CPJ launched a major advocacy push through the United Nations to secure 
a stronger institutional response to the crisis. In 2012 the organization 
adopted a UN Plan of Action on the Safety of Journalists and the Issue of  
Impunity, which draws extensively on our research and recommendations. 

1 2 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

iraq somalia philippines sri lanka colombia afghanistannepal mexico  russia  pakistanthe impunity index
top 10 countries 

Philippine activists rally in Manila 
to demand justice for victims of 
the Maguindanao massacre, which 
claimed the lives of 57 people, 
including 32 journalists and media 
workers. CPJ is fighting for justice  
in this case, a potential landmark in 
the battle against impunity. 
photograph by jay directo / afp

cpj report
getting away with murder
In April, Cpj published its fifth annual Impunity Index, which identifies countries with the worst records for  
prosecuting the murders of journalists. The accompanying report found that deadly, unpunished violence against 
the press rose sharply in Pakistan and Mexico, continuing a years-long trend in both nations. 

3
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journalist
security

cpj report
journalist security guide
cpj produced an updated version of the guide to help a new generation of journalists navigate the dangers of reporting.  
The guide includes chapters on covering conflict, crime, civil disturbances, and natural disasters, and provides expert advice 
on data security. For ongoing coverage of these issues, check out our blog at cpj.org /security. 

Seventeen-year-old videographer Anas Al-Tarsha, who filmed clashes 
and military movements in the besieged city of Homs, is one of 21 
journalists killed while covering the conflict in Syria. His footage 
regularly appeared on citizen news websites and he was interviewed 
by Arabic broadcasters for information about attacks on the city.  
Citizen journalists like al-Tarsha, who are filling the gap 
left by the regime’s clampdown on independent media, are  
particularly vulnerable to attack. 

Around the globe, more journalists are operating inde-
pendently, without institutional guidance or support.  
Freelancers, online journalists, bloggers, and citizen jour-
nalists are increasingly targeted for their reporting. Online  
journalists made up nearly 40 percent of media fatalities in 2012, at the 
time of this writing. CPJ plays a crucial role in providing our colleagues 
with expert information.

In May, CPJ launched its updated Journalist Security Guide to help a new 
generation of journalists navigate reporting risks. The guide offers advice 
about how to handle dangerous assignments, including preparing for 
armed conflict, covering organized crime and corruption, and mitigating 
the risk of sexual violence. A new section on information security pro-
vides specific guidance on protecting sensitive data and communications. 

CPJ published the guide online in Arabic, English, French, and Spanish. 
We also distributed the guide on USB sticks, along with security software. 
During the year, CPJ held security briefings with journalists in New York, 
Washington, D.C., and Nairobi. 

We launched a new Journalist Security blog to provide a forum for dis-
cussing evolving risks. Soon after the Syrian government rocket attacks 
that killed two international reporters and wounded two others in Homs 
earlier this year, the blog addressed the dangers associated with satellite 
phones, whose signals could have been used by the government to target 
attacks. The blog features contributions by CPJ staff, as well as journalists, 
technologists, and security experts. 

French photographer Rémi Ochlik  
is seen in this picture taken  
in Cairo on November 23, 2011. 
Ochlik was killed alongside American 
correspondent Marie Colvin on 
February 22, 2012, in Homs, Syria, 
when they came under fire from 
government forces. 
photograph by  
julien de rosa / reuters
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journalist
assistance

cpj report
journalists in exile 2012
In June, CPJ published its annual report on journalists exiled worldwide, with a special focus on the  
prolonged emergencies in East Africa that have devastated the local press corps. The report also lists Syria,  
Pakistan, and Iran among countries of concern. 

Horriyo Abdulkadir, 20, an editor, producer, and presenter at Radio 
Galkayo in Somalia, fled her country after assailants shot her five times 
as she was leaving work. “The actual attack was not the most painful 
moment,” she told CPJ. “It was the time afterward—I was terrified.” We 
provided Abdulkadir with financial support to cover medical costs and 
help her to safety in Kenya. 

CPJ’s Journalist Assistance Program helped more than 180 journalists 
worldwide in 2012. We offer a full range of support to journalists at risk, 
including emergency grants, case advocacy, and referrals to vital services. 

Much of our work involves aid to exiled journalists. Over the 
past five years, CPJ has documented the cases of 463 forced 
into exile. At least 217 journalists have fled from countries in 
Africa, with devastating consequences for regional media.     

Prolonged crisis conditions in the East and Horn of Africa 
prompted CPJ to seek a new approach. A groundbreaking 
conference organized by CPJ and the Rory Peck Trust in late 
2011 resulted in more collaborative strategies for aiding exiled journalists. 
This year, joint advocacy efforts with the United Nations High Commis-
sioner for Refugees drew the agency’s urgent attention to the cases of 23 
Somali journalists at risk in Kenya. 

Helping exiled journalists to rebuild their lives is a long-term commit-
ment, but one that pays off. Ethiopian editor Mesfin Negash was forced to 
flee his country in 2009 and is now safely resettled in Sweden. “Had it not 
been for your encouragement, advice, and practical support, I wouldn’t 
have survived,” Mesfin wrote in an e-mail message to CPJ. He is one of the 
rare exiled journalists who have been able to continue to work in their pro-
fession. He and his colleagues run Addis Neger Online, a digital version of 
the newsweekly shuttered by Ethiopian authorities years ago. 

Somalis wait to register at  
the Dadaab refugee camp in Kenya, 
the world’s biggest refugee  
complex. At least 78 journalists have 
fled from Somalia over the past  
five years, with devastating 
consequences for local media and 
the public at large.
 photograph by tony karumba/afp
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Azimjon Askarov
kyrgyzstan

Askarov, a veteran journalist and human rights 
defender, is serving a life term in prison for his cov-
erage of official wrongdoing and abuse. Askarov 
was charged with complicity in an officer’s murder 
and a series of anti-state crimes, but a CPJ investi-
gation demonstrated that these accusations were 
unfounded. The journalist’s conviction followed 
a judicial process marred by lack of evidence, pro-
cedural violations, and torture in custody. Kyrgyz-
stan’s own ombudsman found him innocent on 
all charges. Askarov is the founder of the human 
rights group Vozdukh (Air), and exposed abuses in 
articles published in the group’s news bulletin and 
on regional websites including Ferghana News. He 
was arrested in 2010 following a violent flare-up 
in ethnic tensions in his village of Bazar-Korgon in 
southern Kyrgyzstan. 

Mae Azango
liberia 

A reporter for the daily FrontPage Africa and senior 
fellow of the New Narratives project, Azango has 
spent her career focused on the plight of ordinary 
people in her native Liberia. This year, Azango’s 
investigative reporting on female genital mutila-
tion in Liberia made her the target of threats and 
harassment. In an article published in FrontPage 
Africa, Azango explored the practices of a secret 
society that performs the dangerous ritual on girls. 
In response, she received threats of violence that 
forced her and her daughter into hiding. Interna-
tional advocacy led by CPJ and other groups prod-
ded the government to take the threats seriously 
and pledge to ensure Azango’s safety. Liberian offi-
cials also declared they would work to stop female 
genital mutilation. 

Dhondup Wangchen
china

Self-trained filmmaker Dhondup Wangchen trav-
eled through remote areas of Tibet in the winter 
of 2007-2008 to interview Tibetans about their 
lives in the run-up to the Beijing Olympics. He com-
pleted filming shortly before peaceful protests in 
Lhasa against Chinese rule deteriorated into riots. 
Soon after the footage was smuggled overseas, 
Wangchen disappeared into Chinese custody. 
Knowledge of his whereabouts came only after 
an assistant to the project was released from jail. 
In December 2009, Wangchen was sentenced to 
six years in prison for subversion. The group Film-
ing for Tibet produced a documentary from the 
rescued footage, “Leaving Fear Behind,” which 
has been screened in more than 30 countries. 
They have mounted an international campaign for 
the filmmaker’s release, led by Wangchen’s wife, 
Lhamo Tso. 

Mauri König
brazil

Undaunted by threats and intimidation, König has 
spent 22 years reporting on human rights abuses 
and corruption. His work includes a series of articles 
that documented the recruitment and kidnapping 
of Brazilian children for military service in Paraguay. 
While researching the story in Paraguay, König was 
beaten with chains, strangled, and left for dead. 
He later faced a wave of threats from police as he 
reported along the border areas of Brazil, Paraguay, 
and Argentina. Neither case was ever resolved. A 
2006-2007 series by König exposed the sex traf-
ficking of children and adolescents along the Bra-
zilian border, and helped lead to the arrest of a key 
trafficker. König is a reporter for the Curitiba-based 
daily Gazeta do Povo and director of the Brazilian 
investigative journalism association ABRAJI. 

2012 international  
press freedom awards  
We are proud to honor these journalists, whose tenacious reporting continues in defiance of censorship, 
assault, arrest, and harassment. These journalists help expose inconvenient truths and hard realities in their 
countries. Through their courageous work, they are advancing the frontiers of press freedom.

photo credits (l-r): nurbek toktakunov; sheryl mendez / cpj; courtesy of mauri könig; filming for tibet
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supporters of press freedom in 2011
The Committee to Protect Journalists is extremely grateful to the individuals, corporations, and foundations whose generosity makes 
our work possible. We also extend our gratitude to the many contributors who supported CPJ with gifts under $500, not listed here due 
to space limitations. This list includes donors who made gifts during the period from January 1 to December 31, 2011. 
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assets

cash and cash equivalents	 $1,705,173

cash - restricted	 86,343

pledges receivable	 3,083,393

prepaid expenses and other receivable	 28,943

investments	 10,377,118

fixed assets (net of accumulated depreciation)	 64,969

security deposit	 81,567

total assets	  $15,427,506

liabilities and net assets 

liabilities

accounts payable and accrued expenses	 $180,454

deferred rent	 294,638

total liabilities	 475,092

net assets

unrestricted	 $627,577

temporarily restricted	 4,824,837

permanently restricted	 9,500,000

total net assets	 14,952,414

total liabilities and net assets	 $15,427,506

	 program services 	 management and general 	 fundraising 	 total expenses 12/31/11 

salaries 	 $1,353,247	 $223,290	 $227,492	  $1,804,029

payroll taxes & benefits 	 298,975 	 47,836 	 51,822 	 398,633

occupancy 	 260,360 	 41,658 	 45,129	 347,147

travel 	 158,208 		   	 158,208

professional fees 	 174,623 	 55,009 	 4,100 	 233,732

program expenses 	 664,916 			   664,916

grants 	  			   0

board expenses	  6,109 			   6,109

office supplies &  maintenance 	 31,001 	 4,960 	 5,374 	 41,335

telephone & internet 	 29,813 	 1,657 	 1,656 	 33,126

publications, printing & postage	  34,651 	 2,166 	 6,497 	 43,314

insurance 		  20,062 		  20,062

depreciation and amortization	  8,545 	 1,367 	 1,481 	 11,393

indirect benefit expense			   162,135 	 162,135

bad debt expense 		  143,423		  143,423

miscellaneous 	 16,675 	 1,853 		  18,528

total	  $3,037,123	  $543,281 	 $505,686 	 $4,086,090

statement of financial position as of december 31, 2011 statement of functional expenses  for the year ended december 31, 2011

three-quarters of every dollar 
 spent by cpj goes directly to program activities

fundraising

program services

general & 
administrative

13%

13%

74%

Complete audited financial statements are available at our website, cpj.org

photographs by massimo berruti / agence vu
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CPJ  would like to thank the following individuals and organizations for their generous in-kind contributions:
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Writer Karen Phillips    Copy Editor Camille Rankin    Post-Production Steve Walkowiak
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Cover Photo: Journalist Essa Naqvi reports for the Urdu-language news channel Dunya TV on an attack 
targeting army headquarters in Rawalpindi, Pakistan. Despite the many dangers facing journalists, the country’s 

media scene is remarkably vibrant, with nearly 100 satellite and cable channels spurring debate.
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join us in defending journalists worldwide

cpj.org

facebook.com/committeetoprotectjournalists 

@pressfreedom

to make a gift to cpj or to find out about other ways to support our work,  
please contact the development department at (212) 465-1004 ext. 107 or development@cpj.org. 


